CEMEX RUFFORD STREET – PALLIATIVE AND STRUCTURAL MEASURES

The following are palliative measures that should be introduced at the CEMEX Rufford Street concrete plant to reduce the impact of the existing method of operation in a sensitive residential area.  .

For a company the size of CEMEX (the world’s second largest concrete company) these are trivial measures that can be implemented immediately – within a few days.

1. no deliveries of aggregate before 0900 - hoppers for morning concrete batching to be topped-up by 1700 the afternoon before

2. no deliveries of aggregate at all on Saturday, hoppers to be topped up Friday before 1700

3. tipping, when it happens to be done in a less noisy way, say: engines not to be revved to tip the load, the load to be tipped more slowly to reduce peak noise

4. lorry engines not to be left running

5. a contact number to telephone at all hours the plant is operational to raise pollution issues and a 24 hour number for exceptions

6. an illuminated sign with such contact details to be positioned outside the plant

7. contribution to the cost of double glazing the front of my flat

8. dust alleviation measures

9. a banksman to obviate need for reversing beepers when backing off Randell's Road and within plant and in general a safety plan for lorries arriving on Randell's road

10. resolution of the regular water tank overflows out of hours

11. stop lorry drivers sounding their horn at each other

Structural measures

There are other structural measures that need to be taken to change the underlying operation of the plant.  These should not be confused with the list above and might take a few weeks to implement and cost more.  CEMEX maintain that this is an important plant for delivery of wet concrete to central London.  CEMEX should therefore be prepared to invest in operating the plant in a manner that reflects the PR material about communities on their website.  Such investment would also conform with the polluter-pays principle.  Measures could include at a minimum:
1. Addressing the fundamental design of the structures and processes at the plant to remove potential for noise pollution.  In particular: 
(a) the nature and frequency of aggregate deliveries
(b) replacing the existing hoppers with ones of an original design to achieve noise prevention (eg fabricated from a noise-absorbent material and well-lagged, baffled at the ingress mouth with dust prevention measures)
(c) updating the lorry fleet with reversing cameras and broadband/white noise  reversing alarms and driver training in noise reduction
2. substantial investment, repair and training programme for this clapped out site, focussing upon its relationship with the surrounding environment.

3. Commitment to an on going dialogue with local community groups and community contribution through, say sponsorship of local children’s charities

4. Long term measures to change the nature of CEMEX operations at this site to reflect the sensitive residential environment – e.g. a shift to office or administration use.
[ends]

