Update on Bingfield Park December 2007

Background

In 2005 Islington Council undertook a series of improvements to re-model Bingfield Park to provide better facilities for the local community. These included the provision of a new ball court, the re-modelling of the Crumbles Castle Adventure Playground boundary, providing new pathways through the park to link with local pedestrian networks as well as new fencing and entrances. 

At the northern extent of the park the former William of York school site is currently being developed into residential apartments. This development has meant that £460,000 Section 106 funding has become available for a second phase of improvements at Bingfield.

This money has been allocated by the Section 106 Officer in the following way: 

	Allocation 
	Amount 

	Sparkplug Youth Centre 
	£390,000

	Crumbles Castle
	£50,000

	Other park works

· Fencing on Rufford Street

· Hydraseeding Gabion Walls

· Paving

· Kerbing Road Boundary

· Tree and shrub planting
	£20,000

	Total Section 106 Funding 
	£460,000


£25,000 in Ward Pledges funding has also been secured. This has been allocated to the floodlighting of the ball court and Crumbles Castle Adventure Playground. 

Below is a short update on the improvements that Greenspace are delivering.

December 2007 Update 

Sparkplug Building Rebuild

The Projects and Development Section have appointed Architects Network to carry out a feasibility study for a new Sparkplug Youth building. Development of this building and site will improve and hopefully increase the services available to young people as well as improve the appearance and safety of the surrounding environment for local residents. 

It is proposed that the building will be two stories. The ground floor mainly comprising the Sparkplug Project facilities and the first floor being a multi functional youth space. 

The Stakeholder group for this project meets on a monthly basis; at the latest meeting on 20th November Proposal 7 for the building was agreed. 

This proposal has a footprint of 272 sqm and as such is only 4 sq m bigger than the existing footprint, the small increase mainly from Freeling Street at the northern extent of the park. 

The ground floor of this proposal contains a court yard, two large workshops, a smaller go kart workshop, a bike, boot and helmet store as well as an office space and toilets. This use of the space has been agreed to be the most functional by Martin Willis who runs the Sparkplug project. The ground floor also contains a changing room, toilet and shower than can be accessed separately from the sparkplug facilities for young people using the ball court.

The first floor contains a large art studio and a large teaching room, both of which can be divided by a movable acoustic partition to create four smaller rooms. There is also a one to one room, storage, toilets, a shared office space, kitchen/tea point and terraces overlooking the ground floor courtyard

Option 7 is the culmination of discussions about options 1-6 and as such is the ideal option. However the proposal is preliminary estimated to cost £ £684,550. We currently have £390,000 allocated so this leaves a shortfall of £ 294,550.00

However future Council capital may be allocated to this project and the stakeholder group are exploring funding options. While this proposal is the most desirable it may not be the most feasible because of its cost and this will be explored in the final feasibility report. 

The stakeholder group is committed to the new building being for all groups of young people in the area and so is facilitating a joint event for young people from CYP, Crumbles, Sparkplug and Prospex at the Prospex building on the 5th December. The aim of this event is to bring young people from these different groups together to introduce and discuss the project. This will be followed by more detailed consultation with each of the groups and a public consultation event for all local residents and stakeholders that hopefully can be facilitated by the young people themselves in January 2008. 

It is planned that following this consultation process a feasibility report will be completed and presented to the Public Realm Assistant Director to gain approval to move on to the detailed design phase. It is hoped that this phase will begin in March 2008 and that by summer 2008 the tendering process for a suitable contractor to build the building can take place. The aim is to be on site by winter 2008. 

Greenspace will continue to own the building and site and have suggested that Sparkplug be the primary leaseholder for the building. The Council would charge a ‘peppercorn’ rent and expect Sparkplug to cover all maintenance and running costs. The building will be designed to keep these costs as slow as possible. It is possible that a building management committee could be set up to include Sparkplug and the other providers using the building.  These suggestions regarding the Lease and Management are still to be discussed and finalized. 
It is hoped that this building will be complete and in use by 2009. 

Floodlights

Crumbles Castle Adventure Playground have submitted a planning application for floodlighting of the ball court and the adventure playground from inside the boundary of the playground. The application is for two of the existing 7 metre columns within the playground to be reestablished and for two new 12 metre columns to be installed so that the ball court can be illuminated and the lighting in Crumbles Castle adventure playground improved.

Coloured up lights for within Crumbles Castle adventure playground are also part of this planning application although the current budget will not stretch to cover these. It is planned that these up lights will be installed at a later date as part of Crumbles Castle redevelopment. 

As a temporary measure the floodlights will be operated from Crumbles Castle although from where exactly is to be decided. Provisions will be made so that the lights can eventually be controlled from the new Sparkplug building. 

The lights within Crumbles Castle adventure playground will be turned off at 7.30pm. The ball court lights will be only on when the ball court is in use and will be switched off by 10.00pm. 

It has been estimated that the supply and installation of these lights will cost £23,210.00 and will be funding by the ward pledges funding. It is hoped that planning permission will be granted at the Planning Committee on the 10th December and that the lights will be installed in January 2008 so that they are in use for the remainder of this winter. 

Fencing
The old fencing along Rufford Street is to be replaced with the same fencing that surrounds the rest of the park. Supply and installation of this fencing has been estimated at £16,913. The Projects and Development Section have instructed Calabasas, the contractors, to proceed. A programme of works for this has yet to be finalized but it is estimated that the work will take one week and will be carried out in January 2008. This will be funded by the S106 funds allocated to general park improvements. 

An on site horticultural improvement meeting took place on the 23rd November. It was suggested at this meeting that the brick wall stretching from the Bingfield Street entrance to the Randells Road entrance be replaced with the same fencing as the rest of the park. Greenspace are currently assessing the feasibility of this suggestion. 

Benches

It is anticipated that there will be enough Section 106 funding available after the improvements listed above to provide some benches in the park. These would possibly be situated along the path. 

Biodiversity

The Ecology and Ranger Service are planning to improve the shrub and herbaceous planting to provide shelter and food sources for birds and invertebrates.

The following proposals are in development:

a) The wall fronting the Outram buildings could be planted with 50m2 of flowering quince trained against the wall, and ground cover, to provide a floral display in spring as well as food for birds.  The estimate for this planting is £1,550. An alternative option would be to remove the brick wall altogether and replace with the fencing that surrounds the rest of the park. The feasibility of this suggestion is currently being investigated by the Greenspace Business Section (as mentioned above).

Due to the instability of the wall and in the interim to the feasibility above the intention now is to use the funding for horticultural improvements to the South side of Crumbles Castle Bingfield Street with woodland type planting, return to the Outram wall pending the outcome of the feasibility investigations.

          A 22m2 triangular bed to be planted adjacent to the fire escape of the          

          Paget Christian Centre with shrubs such as holly and herbaceous   plants such as foxgloves in order to provide value to birds and insects estimate for this is £770. 

.          

b) A 90m2 bed under the trees along the Rufford Street side of the Paget Christian Centre to be planted similarly, but also with clematis and ivy grown up the trees.  The estimate for this is £1,890.

c) If the Sparkplug rebuild does not impact directly on the land between the Crumbles Castle boundary and the current Sparkplug boundary the area will be planted with bulbs and wildflower plugs.

d) The area at the entrance to Crumbles Castle, outside the park, could be planted similarly with the possibility of some funding from Crumbles Castle. An alternative option could be for this area to become a ‘community garden’. This option will be further investigated by the Greenspace Ranger and local interested parties.

e) The boundary between the new William of York development and the north end of the park will be fenced and the existing trees and shrubs will remain with the possibility of some more shrubs being planted. 

f) Hydraseeding the gabion walls. On a few occasions the steal mesh that surrounds the walls has been broken and rocks have been removed and in some instances used as missiles. To prevent this type of vandalism and to increase the bio diversity of the park it has been suggested that the walls be hydroseeded with a seed such as Red Valerian. Red Valerian is a wildflower that grows on chalky cliffs, scree or rock crevices and stone walls, rocky ground and roadside embankments.
Proposals a, b, and c, would be carried out by a contractor and may be funded through a Greenspace small grant, perhaps some in subsequent years.  These plans were discussed at the on site horticultural improvements meeting on 23rd November and will be developed in detail 

Proposals d and e would be carried out by Rangers working with children from Crumbles Castle and the local community, and may be funded through the NRF Community Event Fund if applied for.  The Ranger has discussed this with the management of Crumbles Castle.

The possibility and cost of proposal g is being investigated by the Projects and Development Section. 

The dead trees at the corner of Randells Road and Rufford Street will be allowed to remain as standing dead-wood to provide a habitat for invertebrates, but the canopies will be topped in order to improve safety during high winds.

Turf

Re-seeding of bare areas has been carried out, but has not taken at all locations.  These will be re-turfed next year by the Grounds Maintenance contractor at their own cost.  The grass at the orphaned area at 8 Rufford Street is now also being maintained.

Trees

All the trees, including those at 8 Rufford Street, will be looked at as part of the borough wide park tree survey, which will commence this autumn.  Several young trees have been destroyed through ring-barking by dogs.   Any replacement of these trees will be protected either through the use of tree guards at the time of planting, or through the subsequent addition of chilli paste and Hessian by the Ranger.

Dogs in the park

The Dog Control Orders have not yet come into effect, and are unlikely to do so until next year.  The recommendation of the Ranger, subject to consultation, is that dogs should be kept on leads at Bingfield Park.  In the mean time, Park Patrol are running a series of Top Dog events in order to encourage responsible dog ownership, one of which will target users of Bingfield Park.  Anti dog fouling signage in the park has been improved through the use of signage supplied by Waste Management.  

For more information please contact: 

Catherine Wright 

Projects and Development Officer

Public Realm, Islington Council

25 North Road, Islington, N7 9TU

Tel: 020 7527 1867
Mobile:07825098512

Fax: 020 7527 4971

Email: catherine.wright@islington.gov.uk 

Or 

Lawrence O’Sullivan 

Greenspace Ranger

Public Realm, Islington Council 

25 North Road, Islington, N7 9TU

Tel: 020 7607 9516

Mobile: 07825 098452

Email: lawrence.osullivan@islington.gov.uk
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