Mayor threatens legal challenge to Post Office closures

The Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone has condemned plans announced today To close 171 Post Offices in London. The Mayor confirmed he is considering a legal challenge by way of a judicial review regarding the consultation  run by the Post Office.

The Post Office's consultation opened on the 19th February 2008 and will close on the 2nd April 2008, just six weeks. The Mayor believes the Post Office's consultation period should be extended to at least 12 weeks. Cabinet Office guidance state that 12 weeks minimum is good practice for public consultations.

The Mayor has previously highlighted the disproportionate effect of Previous post office closures on the capital, the vital role of post offices for London local economy and communities and the real impact of cuts on local communities and millions Londoners.

Ken Livingstone said, "I have taken legal advice on the feasibility of a legal challenge to today's announcement that 171 Post Offices will be closing in London and The Post Office consultation. The Post Office have said they will consult for just six weeks over the closure proposals rather than the normal 12 weeks which the Government recommends as a minimum.

'London's Post Offices provide vital support for those who are most in need, particularly the elderly, disabled and those with young children. For many Londoners who do not have access to a bank account, the Post Office is an amenity they cannot do without.

I believe we need more, not fewer, Post Offices in London. I will be writing to the Post Office informing them of my intention to launch a legal challenge to their decision. 
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Assembly Member's dismay at Post Office closure proposals 

North East London's Assembly Member Jennette Arnold said, 

"I am very  worried that at a time when we are seeking to regenerate poorer areas of London, traders will be hit by the loss of an important local service which  attracts shoppers and business. 

"I am dismayed at the proposals to consult on the closure of 15 local  Post Offices in my constituency. I recognise the vital role that Post Offices play in the social and economic life of local communities and am particularly concerned that the criteria for access to Post Offices has  been downgraded. Previously, deprived communities in London had to be within  a half mile of a Post Office. This has now been extended to 1 mile. 

"I will be making strong representations to Post Office Ltd and would encourage anyone worried about the impact of losing these vital local services to do the same. 

"The Assembly's Health and Public Services Committee have studied the  impact of the loss of local Post Offices and have concluded that Post Office services must be easily accessible to all communities and extra  protection is needed to prevent closures of branches in deprived urban areas. The Assembly also concluded that Post Offices should be more ambitious and innovative in the range of services they provide, and in the way they deliver services. 

"I know that the Mayor Ken Livingstone has already made a formal  response to Government, calling for a halt to the closure of local Post Offices in  the capital and opposing proposals to downgrade current criteria on access  to Post Offices. I understand he is also taking legal advice on whether a  legal challenge can be mounted to the way in which the consultation process is being carried out. Of course I will support any such challenge." 

