hanks to neighbours for your replies over the last few hours, Sunday. I have forwarded the email below to the Council (noise control and planning) because I am sure the noise and vibration levels go way beyond the acceptable limits set out in Islington Council's Code of Construction Conduct. This says to contractors:
 

"In terms of noise and controlling vibration, we expect you to use ‘best practicable means’ at all times. This means that you will have to use the most practical measures possible to control noise and vibration as defined in Section 72 of the Control of Pollution Act 1974. You must also keep to recommendations and good practice as shown in British Standard (BS) 5228: Noise and Vibration Control on Construction and Open Sites: 1997."
 

"To protect occupants, users and building structures from harm and damage, the following levels of vibration from all sources during demolition and construction are not to be exceeded:
3mm/s PPV (millimetres per second peak particle velocity) for residential accommodation, listed buildings, offices in A2 use and those properties in a poor state of repair"
I have no idea whether such levels of vibration have been experienced but that is what we must get the Council's technical officers to measure.

 



From: Paul Convery [mailto:paul@convery.org.uk] 
Sent: 14 January 2007 13:04
To: 'Tony Linward'
Cc: 'eamon@tudorvale.co.uk'; 'David Gallagher'
Subject: William of York, Gifford Street - construction impacts
Dear Tony,
 

I urge you to immediately halt the vibration piling that started on the eastern side of the site on Saturday morning. I cannot stress how much physical damage this work is likely to cause to the houses on Gifford Street.
 

It was quite a shock to be woken early on Saturday morning by this extraordinarily noisy procedure. But that may be the least of our worries.
 

A number of neighbours have reported to me that the vibration effects caused by this piling method is already showing signs of damage to our houses. In my own case, I have noticed dust from opened cracks in the plasterboard of walls and a small piece of pointing in our external brickwork fell off the house. This was the result of just a half dozen or so piles being inserted and it is clear that there are several hundred still to go if the entire site is to be bounded.
 

In the first instance I am alerting the Borough's public protection people but, unless there is an immediate halt to this work, we would have no choice but to resort to legal action.
 

For the record, one of our neighbours, Will Perrin, recorded some videa and audio of the work on Saturday morning.
http://www.kingscrossenvironment.com/2007/01/noise_pollution.html
 

Please contact me urgently to assure me that a halt will be called to this work until we can at least figure-out some remediation measures or an alternative piling technique. As you know, you have signed the Borough's construction code of conduct which covers environmental impacts such as this.
 

Regards
 



Cllr Paul Convery
Labour Councillor for Caledonian Ward, LB Islington
Home: 94 Gifford Street, London N1 0DF
07768-117120
www.islingtonlabour.org.uk/caledonian
