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KINGS CROSS REFURBISHMENT – DAMAGING IMPACT ON LOCAL COMMUNITY

The Network Rail proposals for refurbishing Kings Cross station will cause severe disruption to the local community.  The proposals cut off people who live and work on the Islington side of the station by closing historic access routes onto York Way on the East side of Kings Cross ad moving access to the West side of the station.  This forces people to walk an extra 400 metres through dark and unsafe streets to the new entrance on the St Pancras side (see diagram attached).  Residents’ view were made clear to Network Rail at meetings but were ignored, completely.
We made our views plain to Camden and Islington Councils who have asked Network Rail to look again at their plans, including Eastern access.  We now have a petition on the Downing Street website signed by over 100 people who live or work in Kings Cross.  You can find this and other local views here 
http://northkingscross.typepad.co.uk/my_weblog/kings_cross_station_refurbishment/index.html

As the board member for community issues I should like you to look into how Network Rail has managed to alienate the Kings Cross community so completely and to amend the plans.  The community has lived and worked with Kings Cross Station during its long life – suffering noise, air pollution, disaster, construction and all the downfalls of a major transport terminus.  To be shut out now just as we have a modern, reformed facility in sight feels dreadful.
There are substantial current and planned office and residential development on the East side of the station.  The Guardian newspaper is about to move to a building about 30metres to the North of the entrance you plan to close.  Currently local pedestrians enter and exit at the North end of Platform One, opposite Wharfdale Road.  This entrance is original to the station and was built by Cubitt for horse wagons and pedestrians.  It is vital to the local community.
If this entrance is closed, pedestrians will have to walk along the forbidding Eastern flank wall of the station, to the Southern front and then around to the St Pancras side.  A long unpleasant walk on a very narrow pavement in what remains a challenging area – I recommend you try it alone on a dark wet December night.  

There are many engineering options to provide access solutions onto York Way at its northern point opposite Wharfdale Road.  I hope you can encourage your talented engineers to come up with a sensible solution.
Yours ever

William Perrin

Kings Cross Refurbishment
Network Rail’s plan to cut off a community…… 
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